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The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route
as a greenway now supports the long term aim of installing a railway with

greenway alongside in the future.
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Purpose of this document for the committee on transport and
communications

This document has been written as a support document to present the ideas and thoughts of the Western Rail Trail campaign which
supports the simple idea of a greenway on the closed railway from Athenry to Collooney until such time as a railway is possible. The
campaign is not against the idea of a railway on part or all of the route. The idea of re-opening the railway has been the
subject of political promises and commitments that have not been met for decades.

The campaign is against the idea that this important asset be left lying in waste for another 30 years or more on the promise that one
day in the distant future a railway might be re—opened some time.

The campaign is focused on making good use of the asset of the route as a greenway now until such time as a railway might be
possible. An idea supported by thousands upon thousands of people in the West of Ireland.

This document explains our vision of what could be achieved. We examine some key issues that need to be discussed and challenge
some of the accepted thinking.

What is critical is that there needs to be clear direction from the All-Island National Rail review.

There is huge public support for the simple idea of a greenway on the route now until such time as a railway might be possible. An
idea supported by Irish Rail the Regional Strategies and both Galway and Sligo County Councils. Mayo County Council is
committed to the findings of the rail review and is looking for direction from the All island national rail review

What we are asking for is clear:

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway NOw supports the long term aim of
installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. We cannot have another twenty years of empty debate of “will there
won't there” be a railway or greenway built. Clear direction is needed.

If the railway is going to be built from Athenry to Claremorris then commit to a greenway alongside it now or build a greenway now
until such time as a railway is possible.

North of Claremorris is examined in further detail in this document. There is simply no rational reason to block a greenway on this
route from happening.

Thank you on behalf of the thousands of people in the West of Ireland who support our campaign for allowing us the space and time
to present our thinking.

-,

™~




e

. . . . A
Western Rail Trail Campaign: An alliance of
campaigns In the west of Ireland

Sligo North Leitrim Greenway Group
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e The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /




Western Rail Trail: Our Vision
Until such time as a railway is =%
pessibleythe route of the state
‘oWwned asset, the closed rallway

irem Athenry to Collooney,

should be protected and .
preserved 1n state- ownershlp as
Cychng infrastructure.

a The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.



Western Rail Trail Athenry to Collooney
utilizing closed railway:
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The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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Now Next Later: A ralistic option

Now:
Dereliction and
encroachment

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway

now supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongsicle in the

° future.
.
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Barry Kenny (Irish Rail): Newstalk August 2" 2013
“We will licence the routes to local authorities so they
can develop cycleways and greenways on them, because
there iIs no doubt they are fantastic tourism opportunity
and It protects the alignment in the longer term and

they are then protected by the very
existence of the cycleways, should we

need them for railways in the future,

Irish Rail will support this licensed arrangement to local

authorities™
Source: Newstalk broadcasting Barry Kenny interviewed by George Hook August 24 2013
g y y y g g

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports

the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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Jim Meade current CEO Irish Rail: Oireachtas
Transport Committee meeting on February 17t 2021

Mr. Jim Meade CEO of Irish rail to an Oireachtas Transport Committee meeting on February 17t
2021 said this about greenways on closed railways:

“The greenway Is a win win, | think for both because it keeps the
asset In state ownership, it keeps the asset utilized and then if
there Is a decision at some time in the future that it has to go back
Into public transport mode, the licensing arrangement is such that
it can do so0.”

Source: www.oir.ie

° The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports

the long term aim of installing a railvvay with greenway alongside in the future. /



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOX9RnpVyKQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2v5bXnXu_utyfFTv9oV3LIoUo-9qK-HRQbFqgltWe_6RYrTjF4UFOpjg8

Public opinion: The Western Rail Trail has huge public support

9 The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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Over 25,000 sign petition asking for greenway on closed
railway from Sligo to Athenry

It is very important for The Committee on Transport and Communications and for the Working
party considering the All Island Rail Review to understand the level of public opinion that

supports the greenway now railway when it becomes possible argument,

The display of public opinion is well shown in the on line petition set up on the highly respected
on line petition portal change.org. The petition has been submitted for consideration by the EU
public petitions committee of the EU parliament. It will soon be submitted to the Oireachtas

public petitions portal.
We ask that all members of The Committee on Transport and Communications consider this
petition which is signed in the main by petitioners from Counties in the West of Ireland. This is

a huge expression of public opinion. The petition can be found at this embedded link:

https:/ /W\Vw.cbange.org/p/western—rail—trail—campaign—create—a—walking—and—cx‘cling—
T () > T () () (&

green wav-on-the-closed-railwav-from —sligo—to—atbcnr\'

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
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https://www.change.org/p/western-rail-trail-campaign-create-a-walking-and-cycling-greenway-on-the-closed-railway-from-sligo-to-athenry
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The Thin gs politicians have said about greenway now

railway when 1t 1s possible

“We need to get cycling” .

Alastair McKinstry 17/3/18

Green Party Councilor Alastair McKinstry signed the Greenway

petition on 17t March 2018 he left this comment in support of the
Western Rail Trail

Alastair McKinstry  Galway, Ireland ~ 201803.17 "We need to get cycling!"

Thousands of people have left a legacy of comments on this petition

asking for this route to be part of our cycling infrastructure

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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4 “Should we use the section of the railway line north A
of Claremorris as a walkway and cycleway while it
IS not open as railway?”

Eamon O’Cuiv May 2009 Claremorris West on Track conference

* Mayo: North of Claremorris no plans to re-open railway.
® [t was not on the EY consulting agenda

® (Claremorris to Charlestown would connect to The Great
Western Greenway and Sligo greenway to Enniskillen

* Huge on the ground support in East Mayo for the route to
be part of our cycling infrastructure

* Sligo/Leitrim. Fully supported by county councils.

* Northern Ireland Executive: cross border support 0 L)
€800,000 allocated for ready to go to construction

* Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies named project Sligo Greenway

in Regional Strategies C0-0P LTD

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
k supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /
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what the members said

“The progress of the
greenway is absolutely
vital for this county it is a
no brainer we support it
every way we can” Cllr

Paul Taylor

“I believe there is as much
chance of a spaceship
coming to this county as

the railway coming back”

Cllr Thomas Walsh

Source Sligo Weekender
22/10/2020

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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Marian Harkin TD — how good ideas can
change politicians’ minds.

® “25 years ago, [ was Chair of Developing the West together, one of our
flagship projects was the Western Rail Corridor.

® However, in more recent times, with the success of Greenways, it has
become clear that the Greenway Projects will deliver much more added
value, particularly to the communities along the route and also to the
wider public as a piece of recreational infrastructure.

* However, [ didn’t just change my view, I acted on it.

® Pat McCarrick (chair of Sligo Greenway Co-op) John Mulligan, Marie
Casserly and myself met senior Department officials to lobby for
feasibility funding for Greenways to get them ‘shovel ready’”

e Source: Marian Harkin Facebook announcement showing her
support for the Western Rail Trail 18" January 2020

e Both Marc MacSharry and Frank Feighan support WRT.

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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. Micheal Martin, Leo Varadkar, Paschal Donohoe A

What they have said about the closed railway:

Micheal Martin July 2017 described the The -

(greenway) project as a “no brainer” and Tuam : Herald
“couldn’t envisage the return of railway
services on the line, given the lack of a strong p—

M e »
economic case to Support this”. Greenway boost as FF leader = READ 4649
doesn't foresee return of railway I Facesoox

Home News Sport Living Digital Edition Advertising Phg

352 TTER 20
Wednesday, 26th July, 2017 9:.54am E  EMAIL

Leo Varadkar: February 28" 2014 on RTE o by i o & ornr
Primetime “The Western Rail corridor was St o comrente

built for political reasons it never stacked up

on economic grounds and it never stacked up — . .
on Transport policy grounds” and in Email to

Brendan Quinn July 2013 “the Government has

no plans to extend the western rail corridor

nor any other heavy rail line in the state”.

Related Articles

16 Oct 2020
Invest in a drivewa'
Hhmt il i mraee e

Paschal Donohoe (Minister of Transport 2015) Email to Brendan Quinn on
October 14t 2015 “As you know from our meetings, my Department is supportive of
the proposal to develop the disused Collooney to Claremorris rail line as a greenway.”

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
k supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /




. Athenry to Claremorris The Quiet Man Greenway A
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or another 30 years of waste?

It is Important for the Rail Review to understand the difference between Athenry to
Claremorris and north of Claremorris to Collooney. The so called Western Rail
Corridor has to be considered in segments

EY and Jaspers only considered Athenry to Claremorris as a potential line to re-open
and concluded no economic or demographic case for railway at this point in time.

The Quiet Man Greenway was identified as a project in the Regional Strategies by
The North West Assembly to protect the route in public ownership, so why not let it
happen?

The Quiet Man Greenway has huge public support, including a march of 3,000
people on the streets of Tuam in September 2018

Galway County Council received over 1,500 submissions on the recent county plan
asking for the Quiet Man Greenway to happen.

The rail review needs to be clear. The railway is either going to be built or it is not. If
a railway is going to be built then fine, but due to public support for a greenway a
greenway should be placed alongside any new railway.

If it is not going to be built in the next 5 years then put a greenway in now to protect
the route.

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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/~ Claremorris to Collooney: The East Mayo Greenway and the Sligo ™
Greenway. A clear direction is needed. Greenway now Railway
maybe in the future (1)

® The so called Western Rail Corridor has to be considered in segments. Claremorris to Collooney is a
different segment and needs to be radically considered.

®  When the WRC was first considered for re-opening in the 2005 McCann Report
Claremorris/ Collooney was identified as being difficult to recommend. The alignment of the route
and number of easement crossings (almost 400) and the fact it was built to light railway standard
made it impossible to recommend its reopening as a modern railway. A radical rethink is needed on
this section. All of the historic documentation and reports need to be looked at.

® The demographics really don’t stack up either. In the case of this route looking at other options may
be the best recommendation of the rail review. For example, consideration for a railway parallel
with the alignment of the new N17? Or a totally new alignment? We urge the rail review to
consider radical options for this potential rail route due to the engineering and sheer practical
reasons we believe makes considering the viability of the old rail route as very slim indeed.

® The case for a greenway now to protect the route in public ownership, and a possible long term rail
plan in the future supports the view of both Irish Rail and The Department of Transport.

* However, the Rail Review needs to be clear on the need to include the ideas put forward by Irish
Rail and The Department of Transport to Mayo County Council.

e Ifa clear direction is not given by the Rail Review the quagmire of arguing for one thing or another
will continue for decades and nothing will be achieved.

e The All-Island rail review needs to Clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.




/~ Claremorris to Collooney: The East Mayo Greenway and the Sligo ™
Greenway. Clear direction is needed.
Greenway now Railway maybe in the future? (2)

* Itis very important for the Rail Review Team to understand the attitude towards north of
Claremorris to Collooney.

° Sligo county council fully supports a greenway on this route and is actively progressing with
the Sligo Greenway project from Coliooney (Sligo) to Charlestown (Mayo). This project has
received €350k in seed funding and has the full backing of the Minister of Transport.

® The section of the line from Claremorris to Charlestown is under the authority of Mayo
County Council (MCC). MCC received over 1,000 submissions on the new county plan
asking MCC to extend the Sligo Greenway from Charlestown to Claremorris.

* In addition to overwhelming public support in County Mayo, MCC also received submissions
in March 2021 on the new county plan from Irish Rail and the Department of
Transport asking MCC to include the idea of a greenway in the county plan along this route

®* MCC response has been that they will follow the direction of the Rail Review which is Why it
is critical that the Rail Review clearly states a greenway is acceptable as an interim policy
objective on the route north of Claremorris.

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports the long
k term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /




/~ Claremorris to Collooney: The East Mayo Greenway and the Sligo ™
Greenway. Clear direction is needed.
Greenway now Railway maybe in the future? (3)

® We are asking members of the committee to look at what Irish Rail and the Department of
Transport said in submissions on the new Mayo county plan in March 2021:

* Irish Rail said this in their March 2021 submission on the Mayo
county plan to Mayo county council “support for the development of
greenways in locations where the railway does not have a short to medium term
viable business case for reintroduction of services. In terms of the Western Rail
Corridor, this conditional support is subject to the section north of Claremorris.”

* Department of Transport said this in their March 2021
submission on the Mayo county plan to Mayo county council
“welcome the protection of theWestern Rail Corridor as a “Transport Corridor rather
than solely as a railway line”and “that consideration could be given at a future time

for the construction of a greenway on or beside the alignment of the railway line.
This would be particularly welcome from Claremorris to Charlestown.”

® Source WWW.MG)/OCOCO.ie

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports the long
K term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /




g Regional Strategies: North West RSES 2019 A

Railway and Greenway get equal recognition

NWRA see the route as part of national cycling infrastructure; this what the
RSES say about railway and greenway

Railway Greenway

® The EY Consulting report lS ® Greenway PI'OjGCtS that are in
operation, or in planning on an

All Island basis, which includes
* RPO6.11 the following key projects:

pivotal to regional Strategies

To seek commencement and ® SLNCR (Sligo Leitrim

completion of the review of the Northern Counties Railway)

Western Rail Corridor project Greenway.

° Collooney to Athenry Greenway

iorit f d
as a pl‘lOI’l y or passenger an (aka Quiet Man Greenway>

freight transport.

Source: Regional Spatial Economic Strategies 2019 approved by NWRA

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports the long
K term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /
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North West Regional Strategies: What the RSES actually says

about the WRC/Greenway option (it is not just about a railway)

S

OUR WAY: INTERREG

OUR WAYﬂ

Interreg Europe ey 7 70
OUR WAY is an INTERREG project that aims to
contribute to conserving, protecting, promoting and
developing natural and cultural heritage in using
Greenways as sustainable and smart transportation
links in rural areas. The NWRA intends to improve
coordination among the different key actors; to
develop governance systems to manage Greenways;
to identify models and good practices for the
protection and maintenance of Greenways; to identif
financial instruments and funding for Greenways and

The graphic above is taken directly from the RSES published in 2019. The circled route on the map,
is the exact route of the closed railway which the RSES is proposing as a greenway until such time as

a railway is possible. The RSES also names the Quiet Man Greenway as a project in planning.

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports the long
K term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. /
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The Atlantic Economic Corridor - united by tourism

*The single most important
economic activity from Donega| {o | ECONOMIC ABOUT START & GROW INVEST VISIT LIVE GAEILGE
: ) /conmoon gy,

Kerry Is Tourism

*Cycling tourism: 2012- 2017 grew L/ ¥\l
from 371K to 1.8 million, In 2018 mSI{Ya
46% of all overseas tourists
engaged in walking and cycling as ORRlDOR

a holiday experience (Failte Leading the transformation

of the Atlantic Economy into

ATLANTIC

Irel and) ] amodern, vibrant and

*The advent of long distance connected future

greenways has given rise to a new y
type of tourism economics — as 400000

seen In Waterford and elsewhere.

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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A greenway network for the west of Ireland to benefit local outdoor recreation
and Waest of Ireland share nfdo'igqstuc and international tourism
Sligo Mayo Greenway Calﬁﬁa[kn pr'prmmn‘é fnﬂrlsm and leisurg jobs in the West

Developing a connected o /77
International P g .- f
greenway network in the o S 47 ¢

through Knock

west and north west will == -

EDmEsmt m’i:ou nd tourists
fr‘ﬁm NI'and Dublin, two
vlargest url:an areas on the
|sla nd o~

reinvent tourism
economics 1n the region
in the same way as 1t 1S

*/ Agreenway network for the west

revolutionizing tourism wépemaal ) et

2

(-

. . f:-"lml:ﬁ'ism p "‘J-“—f --“;'1__-.,'3:_. . 4, l.Claremorris to Collooney
‘;wh through | LT wn T aclaremerris te Tuam
economics in the o i} s e

-

J|’_.>-.-'

Waterford and South East *:;ﬁ:;;" e
region.

4. 5ligo Leitrim Cavan

5. Great western Greenway

6. Dublin-Galway- Clifden

7. Parallel greenway from
Athenry to Ennis

The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.




Reinvention not Resurrection
*An economic and business case cannot be

‘madeto fe—open the railway nortll of Athenry

at'this pointin‘time =but.i...\}

‘Route needs to be protected: r = aam,
*Existing tracks only haye scrap value. =
*International best practlce to perect such a
route, providing a social and econo.r-nlc
amenity now, would be the low cost
conversion of the route to a greenway undera

licensed arrangement with Irish Rail

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now
supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.



Thousands of people in the West of Ireland support the
Western Rail Trail and want to see it happen:

We have tried to lay out simple arguments in this document about our vision and the
reason for our thinking. We know our ideas make sense and don’t block the railway
from happening sometime in the future. There is no point producing a rail strategy
that cannot be implemented in the near future. It is important to listen to what
people actually want. The Western Rail Corridor is not a key issue for people in the
West of Ireland; delivering the N17is. Providing facilities that will help tourism
grow and create jobs from “greenway-nomics” is far more relevant.

The idea is simple. Utilize the route until such time as a railway is possible. It is an
idea that has been used around the world and is being implemented all over Ireland
now: Navan Kingscourt, Midleton and Youghal, Waterford Greenway, Great Western

Greenway, Sligo — Leitrim — Enniskillen greenway, all greenways on closed railways.

Why not the Western Rail Trail from Athenry to Collooney? And a railway
and greenway alongside it in later years? Let’s achieve something not
nothing, let’s stop kicking the can down the road and make a decision.

@The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway nNow

supports the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.
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Why waste the asset for another ten to twenty years?
Greenway now Railway when it is feasible.

@ The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting this route as a greenway now supports

the long term aim of installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future.




Thank you for considering our thoughts and
listening to our thousands of supporters
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The All-Island rail review needs to clearly state that protecting
this route as a greenway Now supports the long term aim of

installing a railway with greenway alongside in the future. ~ /




